
My favorite subject at school was…mathematics, although I have forgotten most of
it.

When I was eighteen I wanted to be…19 and to finish school.

The most significant scientific advance of the last 100 years has been…the observation that complex
systems not only have interesting emergent properties, but also that they (at least in a strict sense)
become unpredictable—an idea not always appropriately acknowledged by chemists.

My favorite piece of research is…the thermal rearrangement of (1R,4S,5S)-5-deutero-1,2-
dimethylbicyclo[2.1.0]pent-2-ene to (1R,4S,5S)-5-deutero-2,3-dimethylbicyclo[2.1.0]pent-2-ene—for-
mally a methyl shift decapitalizing the “S” at C(5).

I chose chemistry as a career because…my gut instinct told me so.

My first experiment was…at the age of 10 and was the generation of a smelly gas, unknown to me at
that time, by electrolysis of a NaCl solution with a model-railroad transformer.

The secret of being a successful scientist is…taking morning showers long enough for exciting ideas to
come up.

The part of my job which I enjoy the most is…teaching organic chemistry to the few truly curious
students.

If I could be a piece of lab equipment, I would be…a supraconducting magnet—always charged and at
the verge of the next spectacular quench.
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